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Rev. Caleb Ward Piper.

BY REV. A. W. WILD.

Rev. Caleb Ward Piper, whose name
is just added to the necrology of the
Vermont churches for the year 1888,
was the son of Thomas and Sarah
(Ward) Piper, and was born in Weston,
Vt., November 30, 1510. His parents
were both members of the Congrega-
tional church. His advantages for ed-

ucation wereonly in the common school”

two months in the year until he became
of age. As soon. however, as he
reached that period he commenced fit-
ting for collegeat Chester Academy, and
remained there till the spring of 1834,
completing his preparation by a term
or two at Cavendish, meantime also
teaching district school winters for the
means of support. In 1531 he entered
Dartmouth Collere and was there grad-
uated in 1835. He then taught an acad-
emy at Peterboro, N. H., for two years,
and at Lebanon six months, studying
theology, meanwhile, the latter part of
the time under the direction of Rev.
Phineas Cook of Lebanon. He was li-
censed to preach by the Rutland Asso-
ciation at Clarendon, Vt., in December,
1340, and after at Perkines-
ville and Weathersfield till 1842, was
ordained to the ministry at Perkinsville
June 22 of that year, Rev. Andrew

academy there

neighboring churches according to op-
portunity. In the spring of 15845, soon
after the organization of the Congrega-
tional church, he became acting pastor
at South Troy, preaching there on al-
ternate Sabbaths for nine years. Dur-
ing this time he also supplied the
church at North Troy about six years |
and the church at Westfield about two
vears, each one half the time, closing |’
with the latter in June, 1854. He was
then acting pastor at Bakersfield, 1854—
62, after which he was without charge | '
a year at the paternal home in Weston. |
Neither at Troy or Bakersficld did

he wholly relinquish work in the |
school-room, teaching a select school |
several terms at the former place and }
one term in the academy at the latter, |
In 1563 he became acting pastor at |
West Townshend and was there two |
and one-half years. He was then act-
ing pastor at Wendell, Mass., a year

and nine months, 1867-69; at North |
Falmouth, 1869-73; at Tolland, 1873-75,

and at Sandisfleld, 1575-76, since which

time his name has dropped from the |
roll of active clergymen. He was an

invalid during the last years of his life, |
and died at the home of his son in West
Rutland, having just entered his sev-
enty-ninth year. He was married De-
cember 2, 1841, to Miss Sarah Malvina |
Tucker of Wind-or, & native of Hart-
land. He contributed several articles to
the VErMONT CHRONICLE in 1866 and
1867, and two of his sermons, preached |
on funeral occasions, were published at |
the request of friends. With some per-
sonal eccentricities, Mr. Piper was a
very able, earnest and useful man, both |
as a teacher of youth and in his minis-
terial calling.




